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many Germans who are in favour of French being-
taught as the first modern language in all secon-
dary schools, not only because they consider that
being derived from Anglo-Saxon and French,
English is learned more easily as a second modern
foreign language, but because they regard a
knowledge of French as much more useful than
that of English. An able German school-master,
whom the writer met, gave the following explana-
tion for his preference for French : Trench gives
better grammatical training and helps us more in
understanding our own language and culture than
English- Moreover, the French will always be
our neighbours, to whom we are bound, whether
by sympathy or otherwise. So we ought to
know them best*.
There is actually a high school in Berlin with
French as the medium of instruction. On the
recommendation of the Prussian Ministry of Edu-
cation, the writer visited this school during his
stay in _ Berlin in 1927. It is known as the
Fransosisches Reformgymnasium, and is situated
close to Unter den Linden, which is one of the
most aristocratic quarters of Berlin. It was
founded originally for the education of the Huge-
nots. It was here that the Ex-Crown Prince of
Germany was educated, and in the Director's
room visitors are shown the chair which the prince
used to occupy. The school is now attended
chiefly by pupils who wish to join the diplomatic
service, for which a high standard of French is
required.